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of Lord Beaconsfield, might be excellently applied as
a poultice to that resentment. True it was again that
seven years in Canada had intervened since the time
that he had been a Minister in the Gladstone adminis-
tration, and that he might now claim the virginity of
a Public Servant. True it was also that it was in that
role that he now began to see himself; that he had
almost abandoned parliamentary or ministerial am-
bitions ; and that he was prepared more or less to
devote the remainder of his life to being, as he himself
expressed it, ' maid of all work to successive cabinets \
All that was true. Yet in that year 1879 it was not
convincing. Lord Beaconsfield's offer was not un-
affected by electoral considerations. Already Mr.
Gladstone was preparing that * pilgrimage of passion9
which is known to history as the Midlothian Campaign
and which in the next year carried him to victory.
Already he had moved a vote of censure on the
Afghan War and already he had attacked Lord Beacons-
field, and in no measured terms, upon his Russian policy.
Already the latter was aware that the cheers with
which the crowds in Downing Street had acclaimed
* Peace with Honour ? had sunk to muffled murmurs
regarding the risks of power-diplomacy and the cost
of the Zulu and Afghan wars. Obviously it was
necessary for Lord Beaconsfield to send as Ambassador
to St. Petersburg someone who would deftly apply
the necessary balm to the bleeding wounds of Russia.
But was it not a trifle astute of him to choose as his
emissary a man who was regarded as the star-turn of
Liberal Imperialism, and who had himself been for ten
years a staunch henchman of the opposition leader ?
What made it all so difficult for Lord Dufferin was